Unusual presentation of angle-closure glaucoma treated by phacoemulsification.
We report the case of a 70-year-old woman with a history of acute primary angle-closure glaucoma (PACG) in the left eye who, 2 hours after a fundus examination and mydriasis, experienced acutely elevated intraocular pressure (IOP) up to 40 mm Hg in the presence of fully dilated pupil and a patent iridotomy. Gonioscopy revealed appositional angle closure in 3 quadrants. After medical control of the IOP, sutureless cataract surgery was performed, including clear corneal incision, phacoemulsification, and soft acrylic posterior chamber intraocular lens (IOL) implantation. Eighteen months after the operation, improvement of visual acuity, widening of anterior chamber angle, and deepening of anterior chamber depth were found. Intraocular pressures are now normal without medication, even after mydriasis. Modern cataract surgery is an effective treatment for selected patients with appositional angle closure and IOP elevation after acute PACG.